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From the President

The Word

“Enarcheenhologos....” (“Inthe
beginning wastheword...”—John 1:1).
| have often thought about those words
from the standpoint of abiologist. Was
the author an astute observer of al that
isnature? Was hetrying to define what
made the human race so different from
all other lifeforms? Did he decide that
it was language that sets us apart? |
certainly would agree with that
conclusion.

Wehumansarewhat we are because
of “theword.” Theability to use sounds
gaveriseto language. Language led to
knowledge, to accomplishments, to
progress, to all that we earthlings have
done to raise us up from our
prehistoric origins.

From the beginning of Torch in

1929 to the current day, words both
written and spoken have been vital for
our organization. Words in the form
of a Torch paper allow us to share
knowledge and points of view with
clarity. They allow us to open new
avenues of thought and to attract
those who are intellectually curious.
The Torch magazine allowsusto “get
the local word out” to all our
members. Without well-chosen
words, we cannot hope to retain and
expand our Torch membership.

So choose your wordswisely, and
sharethemwith all of usthrough The
Torch. Torch depends on it. And our
editor needs more papers.

— Sephen T. Toy, IATC President

Gold Award

Gold & Silver Torch Awards

At our annual convention, specia Gold and Silver Torch Awards may be given to
individual membersfor truly outstanding service, through nomination by their local
clubs, submitted in advance through the Awards Chairman.

The Gold Torch Award honors memberswho have served Torch at thelocal, regional,
and—most importantly—the International level. To qualify for thisaward, thenominee
must have been a Torch member for at least 10 years. In any one year, the number of
Gold Torch Awards may not exceed 0.1% (rounded to the nearest whole number) of
the membership of the International Association of Torch Clubs (i.e., three awards
for membership of 2,500 to 3,499).

Silver Award

The Silver Torch Award recognizes memberswho have served in an exemplary manner
at thelocal club level. To qualify for the Silver Torch Award, the nominee must have
been a member for at least 5 years. In a given year, the number of Silver Torch
Awards nomineesby alocal club may not exceed onefor each 25 membersor portion
thereof.

Nominations for both Gold and Silver awards should be sent by March 31, 2010 to
Edward B. Latimer, c/o|ATC, 749 Boush Street, Norfolk, VA 23510-1517, with copies
to your regional director.




Rebels, “Reds,” and Reformers. Social
Activism in the Twentieth Century

What happened when “ It Might Be You” came true for a long-time Torch member

By Lauri Holmes

About the
Author

Lauri Holmes
received her BA
fromOberlinCollege
and her Master of
Social Work from the University of
Michigan. After workinginfoster care,
adoption, and family counseling, she
wasdirector of the Family Counseling
Program at Family and Children
Servicesof Kdamazoofor twenty-three
years. She has served as President of
the Kalamazoo Torch club and was
Chair of the 1998 Torch convention.
Sinceretiring shehasbeen activeasa
volunteer board member and grant
writer for local serviceagencies, anda
potter, lecturer, and tour guide at the
Kaamazoo I nstitute of Arts. She has
dsotraveled extengvely in Europeasa
co-leader of seminarsonfamily thergpy
and psychotherapy and has co-
authored abook on Internal Systems
Psychotherapy with her husband, Tom.

Presented totheKaamazoo Torch
Club on February 20, 2008.

What makes a person become a
socid activig?Why doessomeonerisk
ridiculeor physical harm by actively
demondtrating abelief that may not be
popular or even accepted by peersor
family?Drawing onmy ownexperience
and examiningthesocid conditionsof
the second hdlf of thetwentieth century,
| will try tofind someanswerstothose
questions.

“Growing” aSocial Activist

One of my first memories as a
young child is of coming down to
Sunday breskfast onemorningin 1944
andseangmy father sandingintheliving
room almost intearsashe showed my
sister and me the front page of the
Cincinnati Enquirer. Onitwasamap
of France, indicating theareathat had
been retaken by the allies. Soon we
wouldfindly learnwhat had happened
tomy father’scousnsin Franceduring
the Occupation. My diary entry for thet
day saysthat we had a*celebration
breakfast of waffles,” which probably
took theweek’ sration of eggs, buitter,
and sugar.

Growing up during the Second
World War inthisAmerican family of
French extraction meant that the war
was not adistant event far away, but
onethat affected my family persondly.
Andmy anxiouslittlegirl’sconcernfor
those cousins as victims of the
occupation later generalized to others
who wereimpacted by thewar. After
thewar, when we began to hear about
the German concentration campsand
theHolocaug, thefact that kidsmy own
age had been sent off to die simply
because they were Jewish was
somethingthat my youngmind, and later
my older mind, could not wrap itself
around. In school in Cincinnati, many
of my closefriendswere Jewish. These
thingsleft mewithafedingfor victims
of prgjudicethat ran very, very deep.

These feelings were reinforced
when | found myself asajunior high
school student in a “Gentleman’s
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From the school children
who had pasted ration
stamps into booklets to the
families of the soldiers who
had fought, we felt that our
country was a true bastion
of democracy because we
had really liberated much of
the rest of the world. So it
was a rude shock when the
black members of that
liberating army came home
to their segregated country.

Agreament” community onLongldand,
ironicaly named Garden City, whereno
onebut awhite Christian Anglo Saxon
could buy ahome. My friendsand |
went one Saturday afternoon to the
movies where we saw the film,
Gentleman’s Agreement. Thisstory of
discrimination, likethat whichwashbeing
practicedin our own community, leftan
important impression on our young
minds

“It Might beM e’

Sowhen | am asked the question,
what makesaperson becomeasocia
activigt, my first answer isillugtrated by
the stories I’ve just told. Our early
experience can sensitize us to the
suffering experienced by victims of
discriminationor persecution, evenif we
are not ourselves the objects of this
discrimination. A person hasto feel
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deeply that painin order to set aside
other activitiesto becomeapossible
target of thescorn, ridiculeor rgjection
which often comeswith demonstrating
convictionsinanactive, publicway.
Somewhere in such a person’s
consciousnessthereisthe conviction
expressed by Martin Niemdéller, who
sadthat hedidn’t spesk out whenthey
camefor “the Jaws, the Socialists, the
TradeUnionigts,” and“thenthey came
for me, and there was no one | eft to
speak for me.”* Even though a
particular individual is not now
discriminated againgt, it ismorethan
possible that someday “1t Might Be
You.” That wasthetitle of abook my
fether gaveme, featuring storiesof kids
my age who were members of a
discriminated-against minority group,
another message about theimpact of
discrimination on blameesskidsof my

age?

TheWider Picture: Activisminthe
Social Setting

Just as there are important
experienceswhich moveapersonto
activism, certain socia conditionsare
necessary for amovement to beginon
alarger scale. Poswar Americawasjust
such acontext. Wewereavery proud
nation after thewar. From the school
childrenwho had pasted ration stamps
into booklets to the families of the
soldierswho had fought, wefet that our
country was a true bastion of
democracy because we had really
liberated much of therest of theworld.
Soit wasarude shock when the black
membersof that liberating army came
home to their segregated country.
Another ingredient inthemaking of a
socid activigt, | think, isdisappointed
expectations. We had heard about
freedom and equdity, but they bumped
aganginequdity al aroundthem. The
Tuskegee Airmen are a now well-
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known example of these disappointed
expectations.

Many peoplehaveexperiencedthe
shock | felt shortly after moving back
to Cincinnati. Asastar-struck teen, |
waited at the stage door to get the
autograph of Todd Duncan, who sang
thefirg Porgy intheorigind “ Porgy and
Bess,” appearing in a Cincinnati
productionof “LogtintheStars” Long
after everyone el sehad | eft, heexited
the stage door almost a oneexcept for
another black man. My heart in my
throat, | ran after them, calling, “Mr.
Duncan?’ He introduced his black
companion as part of the stage crew
andgracioudy sgnedmy program. They
wereobvioudy heading for oneof the
“Negro hotels’ inthethen segregated
city. Nolimos, no gar-treetment. During
that sameera, though | didn’t know it,
| was part of asort of “sit-in” whena
black friend of mineand | went for lunch
after aY-Teensmeeting in downtown
Cincinnati at the cafeteria of the
Netherlands Plazahotel. Though not
specifically trying to make a
“statement,” | waswell aware of the
lookswe got from the other patrons.
Though it took sometimeto develop,
thisdigunction between expectations
and reality eventually laid the
groundwork for the civil rights
movement.

TheUseof Fear to Deter Activists

It wasin collegethat theideathat
“it might be you” again became
apparent, as| beganto recognizethat
fear isroutingy used to squel ch change-
seekingactivigs Whenl arivedin 1952
at Oberlin College| found no social
activismto spesk of ontheonce-radica
campus, achangedueinlargepart to
the political atmosphere of
McCarthyism. The parentsof someof
my classmateshad been dragged home
from ambassadorships and State
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Department postingsin semi-disgrace
to face the House Un-American
ActivitiesCommittee. The Dean of the
Collegeand someof our professorshed
gravitated to Oberlin after being kicked
out of other schoolsfor refusngtosign
the famous “loyalty oaths” that
circulated at thetime,

The YM-YWCA, the largest
campusorganization, sponsored aPete
Seeger concert in the spring of 1956,
and we spent that wholeyear earnestly
examiningwhat theimplicationsfor the
organization were of our having
sponsored acampusevent by someone
whowasontheAttorney Generd’slist
of Communist sympathizers. All these
experiencesintroduced meto the most
powerful forcethat stifles activism:
political and media-generated fear .

Civil Rights: The Non-violent
Direct Action Approach
Inthelatetwentieth century, it was
my good fortune to be able to
participate in two important social
activism movements, thecivil rights
movement and theViet Namand Irag
anti-war movements. My “ participant-
observer” roleasanactivis beganwhen
| becamepart of the Congressof Racid
Equdity chapterinAnnArbor, Michigan
in 1960. Thisgroup was achapter of
what was to become the most
profoundly philosophical protest
movementin U.S. history. AnnArbor
CORE began with sympathy picketing
for the studentsin the Southwhowere
not being allowed to get asandwich at
Woolworth’s and Kresge's lunch
counters there and were being fire-
hosed andjailed for trying. Later we
got involved with people who were
trying tointegrateinterstate busesin
Alabama; oneof our friendsin Detroit
was Walter Bergman, a “Freedom
Rider” ontheintersatebustoAnniston,
Alabamawhich was attacked by the



KKK. Many yearslater Dr. Bergman
won alawsuit against the FBI, whose
local agentsknew that heand hisfdllow
Freedom Riders would be attacked
(andinWalter’scase, beaten so badly
that he had a paralyzing stroke) but
didn’'tdoanythingto stopiit.

How CORE’S Direct Action
Worked

It's very important to remember
that thesewerenot just kidsand adults
who impulsively hopped on busesor
went to alunch counter. All over the
South aswell asthe North, CORE set
up training centersto teach peoplewho
weregoing to takepart intheseefforts
how todo it without retdiating, how to
remaincamand never tofight back in
the face of being spat on, beaten, or
hosed down. Thetrainingwasrigorous.
Thetradition grew out of theteachings
of MahamaGandhi, who inssted that
hisfollowersnon-violently “clingtothe
truth,” displaying actionsthat werea so
compatiblewiththe Chrigtian beliefsof
many of our own demonstrators. The
proponentsof non-violent direct action
believed that only through non-violence
couldreal socia changehappen.

Oneaspect of thenon-violent direct
action movement that most people
don’t know isthat picketing, Sittingin,
and demondtrating werethelast things
onthegroup’'sagenda, not thefirgt. This
| learned first-hand inthe Ann Arbor
CORE. Sinceeven AnnArbor had its
own segregated facilities, they became
the target of the Non-violent Direct
Action of thelocal CORE group. The
most important segregated facility in
AnnArbor wasPittsfield Village, the
only housinginAnnArbor that wasin
financia reach for graduate students
comingtoAnnArbor. Pittsfidd Village
accepted CaucasianandAdanfamilies
but not black families, not even those
of medical residents or scientific

While the twentieth
century saw labor union
activism..., civil rights
protests, and...anti- war
demonstrations, what
seems to be on the
agenda now is... ecology,
and...how we manage the
new political realities of
globalization in all
its forms.

researchers.

By repeatedly sending inawhite
couplewho wasaccepted, followed by
asimilarly quaified black couplewho
wereturned down astenants, CORE
established a clear case of
discrimination. Then the group’s
negotiators met with the ownersand
showed them the evidence of
discrimination. Intheabsenceof any fair
housing legidlation at thetime, if the
realty company would not changeits
practice, a public campaign would
begin, withlettersto theeditor, leafl ets
revealing the discrimination, and
pressurefrom the group to changethe
owner’spractices.

Many times, one of these steps
would beeffective. [t wasonly if these
stepsdid not work thet the group began
demondtrating at theSite. Inthe case of
Pittsfield Village, Ann Arbor CORE
went through all the steps, but the
management would still not changeits
policy. Finaly, after the CORE group
had picketed every weekend through
the coldest winter in thirty years,
continuing itscommunity information
campaign, the management finally
agreedtotakeblack tenants. AnnArbor

Torch Magazine

didnot likethisdirect actionvery much.
In those days it was not a very
progressive community; infact it was
an “Uncle Tom” community. It was
absolutely truethat no black could get
ajob anywherewithout the approval
of two people — the pastor of the
Second Baptist Church, and the head
of theAnn Arbor Community Center
(theblack*YMCA” onthenorthside).

Another reeson AnnArbor wasnot
comfortablewith direct actionwasthat
it was such an intellectual town.
Picketing was somewhat blue-collar,
and peoplewould ask why you couldn’t
just “talk these problems out.” |
persondly discovered thelimitationsof
“talking thingsout” during thethree
years | worked in City Hall as
Executive Secretary of the City Human
RelationsCommisson. Many timesat
closed-door Human Relations
Commission meetings | heard local
reltorssaying emphaticaly, “ You can
talk al youwant but you' Il never get
meto sdll ahousetoaNegroinawhite
neighborhood.” It wasonly after a“ St-
in” a City Hal, which | participatedin
after leaving the Commission taff, that
aFair Housng Law waspassed inAnn
Arbor making it mandatory, not
voluntary, to offer housing to anyone
whoqudified.

Theuseof fear asawegpon aganst
activismwasshownagantomeliterdly
in black and white many years|ater,
when| picked up my “Red Squadfile’
at a State Police office after the
Freedom of InformationAct required
that peoplewho had been investigated
by the Michigan Police undercover
“Red Squad” begiven accesstotheir
files, which had been forwarded to the
FBI. Hereisaquotefrommy FBI file:
“ September 14, 1964 Investigation of
John Taayco (my former husband) and
hiswife, Lauri Marie Talayco, both
leadersinthe CORE group of theAnn
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Arbor chapter.” It describesapicnicthe
loca CORE group had for uswhenwe
moved from Ann Arbor to Adrian,
Michigan. It also paid us the
compliment of remarking that “we
should seesomeactionsinAdrianwith
theTdaycosmovingthere” Thesewere
our tax dollarsat work protecting us
— from me. Another entry describes
my election to the Board of the
KaamazooACLU many yearslater (on
alig of Board memberswhichincluded
many ligeningtomy presentationof this
paper to the Kalamazoo Torch Club).
We all knew that this spying was
probably taking place. It's not a
reassuring thing to know that your own
law enforcement officid sarewatching
youl.
A Contrast: Two Anti-War
M ovements

On the heels of the Civil Rights
actions came the anti-Vietnam War
movement, inmany waysvery different
fromthecivil rightsmovement. Indeed,
thetwo “anti-war” movements, Viet
Nam and Iraqg, are themselves very
different, and makeinteresting “ case
studies’ in the typology of social
movements

TheVietnam War movement and
avil rightsmovementweresmilar inthat
they were sparked by young people. |
remember that onthepicket linesinfront
of Kresge'sand Woolworth’sin Ann
Arbor for lunch counter desegregation,
weyearned for an older, “ respectable”’
persontojoinusontheline. Iltwasa
memorableday whenthefirst dergyman
cameinclerica collar; and, whenthe
wholedergy gaff in“dergy suits’ from
S Andrew’s Episcopa Churchjoined
the demonstration, it wasacausefor
joy among thefootsore demonstrators
onMain Street.

But whilethey both were youth-
inspired movements, the Vietnam
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protests lacked the philosophical

underpinningsthat madethecivil rights
actionsso powerful, and so had avery
different tenor. Anti-Vietnam protests
drew alarge number of kidswhowere
just angry and who did not subscribe
to the patient, non-violent tacticsand
philasophy of thecivil rightsmovemen.
Thosekidshad beenraised to believe
that they would not havetogotoAsia
and diein arice paddy, and so they
wereinthecategory | described earlier
— disappointed, disillusioned, and
angry. In some ways, this
disgppointment paraleled that of blacks
who had come to expect better from
their country. But instead of young
idedigssinging“We Shdl Overcome,”

sandinginacirclewhilethefirehoses
sorayedthem, weheard“Hey, hey, LBJ,
how many kidshaveyou killed today?’

yelled from demonstrators who
sometimesresorted to actsof violence.
In contrast to thecivil rightsand anti-
Viet Nam demonstrations, during the
anti-lrag war demonstrations we
searchedinvainfor younger faces. The
anti-lrag war movement isnot ayouth
movementa dl. Why?Mostly because
weno longer haveadraft. Theyoung
people serving in the armed forces
today are not for the most part a
college-level group but, asone Navy
chaplainhassaid, “arevolunteering for
theservicein hopesof getting abetter
life” Thesenon-collegekidsdon’thave
the di sappoi nted expectationsof young
middle-class protestersageneration
ago, whilether counterpartsin college
with many non-military optionsdon’t
fed impacted by thewar, don’t fed that
“it might be you” who will go into
combat.

That thecurrent anti-war movement
Issort of an“oldfolks movement” was
most emphatically demonstrated to us
when my husband and | went to
Crawford, Texas, inthesummer of 2005
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tojoin Cindy Sheehan’'s* Camp Casey,”
named for her sonwho had beenkilled
inlrag. When shewasnot allowed to
talk to the President to ask him why,
shebecameacentral figureintheanti-
Irag war movement and started a
gathering place near President Bush's
ranch in Crawford. We found that
Cindy’scamp waslikeahuge church
camp, with a sound stage, portable
latrines (whichwerekept scrupuloudy
clean), and marvelous meals which
were like church suppers served by
volunteers. Theevening gatheringswere
amost like prayer meetings. Thetone
of reconciliation wasexemplified the
last night of thecampwhen our bugler,
asx-foot-fiveanti-war Marine, invited
the handful of peoplefrom the Bush
camp across the road to come over.
They did, bringing their flags, and sang
withus, “Weared| Americanstogether,
andwearesnging, sngingfor our lives”
We felt just like those civil rights
demonstrators who sang “We Shall
Overcome.”

TheMediaand Activism

Itwasduring our visttothisprotest
gtein Texasthat | witnessed yet another
waly socid protestisquashed: by being
under-reported in the media. On the
way to Camp Casey, inthe Cincinnati
arport, | heardtheABC TV reporter
say, “ Several thousand peoplejoined
thepro-Bush pro-wer rdly in Crawford
thisweekend, while Cindy Sheehan
supporterswere‘busedin’ tojointhe
anti-war demonstration.” |1 almost
announced tothewaiting area, “| am
not being bused in! Weareflyingin—
and onour ownmoney!” Not only that,
but the next day and throughout thenext
week therewere still hundredsof anti-
war people in Crawford, but we
counted only sixteen at the pro-Bush,
pro-war Site.

Anearlier exampleof themedia's



ability to counter theimpact of activist
demonstrations had happened in the
60's when | was coming back to
Michigan from ahuge anti-Vietnam
demondrationinWashington, DC. The
farther west we traveled from
Washingtonto Michigan, thesmalerthe
numbers of participants in the
demonstration reported in the
newspaper headlines.

Summary

Wehaveseenthat socid conditions
that foster action are, first, a large
number of peoplewith disappointed
expectations, and second, their hope
that certain types of actions will be
effectiveandlead toimportant change.
The elementsthat |ead an otherwise
conventiond, maingreamindividua to
join protestsare: 1) sensitivity tothe
injury of others; 2) arealization that
anyone can becomethetarget of hate
andfear; and 3) thefeding of obligation
toright wrongs.

But thereisanimportant additiona
belief, which is that by not doing
something oneisactually contributing
to the problem. Thisiswhat separates
those who get active from people of
good will who sympathize but do not
becomeactive protesters. A sentiment
variously quoted and popularly
attributed to Edmund Burke sumsup
thispoint: “All thet isnecessary for evil
to triumphintheworldisfor enough
good peopleto do nothing.” Thiswas
the quote| found on the masthead of
the Human Relations Commission
newd etter that | wrotewhileworking
for that body in Ann Arbor. Fear and
the media’s neglect are effective
counterstoactiviam, but oisthefeding
that it doesn’t make a difference
whether oneisinvolved.

ActivismintheFuture
| would speculatethat inthefuture

theissuesfor activistswill bedifferent.
Whilethetwentieth century saw labor
unionactivism (mogly beforemy time),
civil rightsprotests, and then anti- war
demonstrations, what seemsto beon
the agendanow isfirst, ecology, and
second, how we manage the new
political reditiesof globaizationinal
itsforms. Because of these different
issues, thetargets of activismwill be
different. | think they will beboth larger
and smaller. In the past, activists
concentrated on our national
government whentryingtogaincivil
rightsand to get the country out of war.
But many political activistsare now
turning either to international
organizetionsor are“ actinglocaly” on
avariety of amdler projectsintheir own
“back yards.” Riverfronts, community
gardens, and other local open spaces
are the targets of many community
activigds

Along with different issues and
different targets, we will see some
different models of action. While
confrontation, especially non-violent
direct confrontation, was necessary to
bring changeinthecivil rightsarena,
new mode sinvolvecollaboration, once
a “dirty word” for activists.
Conservation magazines such as
Serra, Audubon and the Nature
Conservancy, for instance, arefilled
withexamplesof effortstobringdiverse
groupstogether: farmersand ranchers,
agriculture companies and
preservationists, themilitary and bird-
watchers. Andindeed, itisinthearea
of ecology that the most effectiveand
vital social action seemsto betaking
place.

The philosophiesand thetargetsof
activismwill bedifferentinthetwenty-
first century, but | think themotivations
of activistswill bethe same. Wemust
hopethat therewill besocid action; that
our current absorption with the

Torch Magazine

marketplace and its collapse will not
lead to adecreasein people'sactive
involvementinworkingfor better sociad
conditions. In the face of the name-
callingandthefear-mongering thet often
greetscurrent effortsto better human
conditions, wearesometimesnostagic
for the*good olddays’ of activistsand
their ardent, sometimes sacrificial,
“dingingtothetruth.” Evenaswemove
to new Strategiesfor our own era, those
timesand those people have much to
teach us about effective and
compass onate waysof preserving our
democratic traditionsand, infact, our
humenity.

Notes

1. Milton Mayer, They Thought
They Were Free: The Germans,
193345 (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago
Press, 1955, 1966), p. 168f, quotesa
German professor in “Kronenburg”
(probably Frankfurt/Main) whom
Mayer interviewed between 1950 and
1954, asfollows: “Pastor Niemoller
spokefor thousandsand thousands of
men like me when he spoke (too
modestly of himsdlf) and said thet, when
theNazisattacked the Communigts, he
wasalittleuneasy, but, after dl, hewas
notaCommuni<t, and sohedid nothing;
and then they attacked the Socialists,
and hewasalittleuneasier, but, ill, he
wasnot aSocidigt, and hedid nothing;
and then the schools, the press, the
Jews, and so on, and he was always
uneasier, but still hedid nothing. And
thenthey attacked the Church, and he
wasaChurchman, and hedid something
— but thenit wastoolate.” Niemdller
restated histhought on morethan one
occasion during the next two decades;
itsformulaionincurrent loreishardto
document.

2. RuthAdamsKnight, It Might Be
You (Garden City, NY: Doubleday &
Company, 1949).
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Ten Reasons It'’s Tough to Hate Big
Government —A Libertarian Apology

Some major Federal programs garner praise from a surprising quarter.

By John Fockler Jr.
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American history hasfeatured a
perpetua struggle between thosewho
would expand the power of the Federa
Government and those who would
retard that growth. The first party
system that developed during the
Washington Administration clearly
illustratesthis. Alexander Hamilton's
Federdistsfavored astronger Federal
Government, while Thomas Jefferson’s
Democratic Republicans sought to
preserve States' Rights and limited
government. As an activist in the
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The Constitution does not
specifically grant to the
Federal Government the

power to purchase
property. The Tenth

Amendment says that any
powers not specifically

granted the Federal

Government are prohibited

to it. The controversy over

Jefferson’s planned
purchase even fostered a
brief secession movement
in New England.

Libertarian Party, | haveproudly carried
the Jeffersonian banner.

Theword* libertarian” comesintwo
dightly different flavors. With acapita
“L,” it refers to a member of the
Libertarian Party. But wealso usethe
termwithasmadl “l,” referringtopeople
who have a generally libertarian
philosophy whether or not they arepart
of our party. Small-I libertarianscan be
found inside the Republican Party,
inddethe Democratic Party, and outsde
the party syssementirely. Many people
who are philosophically libertarian
aren'tawareof it. Many aredisgusted
and/or frustrated with the current
political system. Some of them don’t
evenvote. What dolibertariansbelieve?
Capitalized or not, libertariansfavor

Winter 2009-2010

returning the Federd Governmenttoits
Condtitutiond limits. WWearesometimes
characterized as*fiscaly conservetive
and socidly liberd” asweopposebig
government programs, taxes and
spending, as well as government
meddling in people’s private lives.
Nevertheless, it would belessthanfair-
minded not to admit that certain“ Big
Government” actionshavebendfited the
United States. So | inviteyoutojoin
me on a journey through some
Libertarian heresy as| review ten of
theseactions.

Two quick ground rulesbeforel
proceed. Theten itemsarelisted in
chronologicd order. | refuseto attempt
torank themin any L ettermanesque
sense. Thislist doesnot include any
international military actions. Inmy
mind, our internationd military actions
ether wereof questionablejudtification
and value or were legitimately
defensive, inwhich casethey arean
example of what the Federal
Government issupposed to do.

1. TheLouisianaPurchase

First on my list of actions a
libertarian might applaud is the
L ouisianaPurchaseand, by extension,
the other purchases of territory during
thenineteenth century which expanded
the United States to its current
geographical limits. The Louisiana
Purchase, accomplishedin 1803, was
interestingly enough the work of
Thomas Jefferson, perhapstheleading
proponent of limited government. Atthe



time, Napoleon’sFrench Empirewas
introuble, itsCaribbean territoriesin
revolt, and yet ancther war with Britain
in the wind. Forced by these
circumstancesto giveup hisdream of
building a French Empirein North
America, Napoleon instead accepted
Jefferson’s offer to purchase New
Orleans and a greatly expanded
territory that today makesup 22.3%
of the United States. The cost to the
U.S.was$15million*

The L ouisianaPurchasewas not
without controversy at thetime, for the
same reason it gives modern
libertariansquams. The Constitution
does not specifically grant to the
Federal Government the power to
purchase property. The Tenth
Amendment saysthat any powersnot
specifically granted the Federal
Government areprohibitedtoit. The
controversy over Jefferson’splanned
purchase even fostered a brief
secessonmovement in New England.
But however dangerous aprecedent
the LouisianaPurchase s, itisvery
hard to criticize an action that added
much of theworld’'smost productive
agriculturd regiontothenation, dong
withthecitiesof New Orleansand S.
Louis

2. TheCivil War

TheCivil War providesasecond
illugration of Federd actionsthat might
be endorsed by alibertarian thinker.
I”’m not going to go into detail about
the event here, both for reasons of
paceand becauseit can be assumed
that Torch membersknow all that is
needed to know about the Civil War
for thesepurposes Butit might surprise
youtofindthisonmy list. After al,
what could possibly be controversia
about the Civil War?

Toalibertarian, the Civil War is
debatable because again thereisno

clear Congtitutional power that allows
the Federal Government to act to
preserve the Union. In addition, the
prosecution of the Civil War included
measuresthat still set libertarian teeth
to gnashing: thefirst Federal income
tax, suspension of thewrit of habeas
corpus, the introduction of fiat (or
paper) money, and thefirst useinthe
United Statesof military conscription.?
But the Civil War did leave three
valuablelegaciestothe United States:.
1) it preserved the United Statesasa
snglecountry; 2) itended chaitd davery
intheU.S. and beganthedtill unfinished
processof extendingcivil equdity tothe
former dlavesand their descendents,
and 3) it created in the mind of the
commonAmericantheperceptionof the
U.S. asasinglenationrather thanasa
collectionof individud states. Thislast
point is, perhaps, themost important.
Beforethe Civil War, peoplewerelikely
toidentify themselvesasVirginians,
Ohioans, or New Yorkers.
Grammatically, we said the United
Statesarethisor that. After thewar,
we began to say the United Statesis
thisor that, andtoidentify oursalvesas
Americans

3. TheHomestead Act

Next onmy list isthe Homestead
Adt,whichAbrahamLincolnsgnedinto
lawin1862. Under theact' sprovisons,
astler couldfileaclamfor 160 acres
of land. By staying on the land,
improvingit withahouseor barn, and
farmingitfor fiveyears, thesettler was
giventitletotheparcel. Provisionsof
the act remained in effect until 1986,
and 10% of thetotal land area of the
United States was settled under its
auspices.® What could anyonefind to
quibbleabout withthis?Toalibertarian,
thedifficulty lieswith theunderlying
theory that the land belonged to the
Federal Government to begin with,
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So on balance, ...big
government 